Cardiovascular effects of ethanol in anaesthetized, conscious and pithed rats.
The influence of ethanol (2.0 g/kg p.o.) on heart rate and blood pressure in anaesthetized, conscious and pithed rats was studied. In anaesthetized rats we observed an increase in heart rate and a marked and very sudden decrease in blood pressure. In pithed rats blood pressure decreased more slowly than in anaesthetized and conscious animals and there were no changes in heart rate. These results show that the central nervous system may be responsible for the increase in heart rate and early phase of hypotension caused by acute ethanol administration. The slower decrease (up to 1 h) in blood pressure may be caused by central and different indirect peripheral mechanisms.